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XXIX. On the Analytical Theory of the Conic. By Arthue Cayley, F.B.S. 

Received May 8,— Bead May 15, 1862. 

The decomposition into its linear factors of a decomposable quadric function cannot be 
effected in a symmetrical manner otherwise than by formulae containing supernumerary 
arbitrary quantities ; thus, for a binary quadric (which of course is always decomposable) 
we have 

0, j, cX%> yJ—^b,cjx\yj Prod - {fa *> <Ofa t/£rf> tf)±v<w—i>*W—rfy)} > 

or the expression for a linear factor is 

1 

•(M7^^»{fa *' *> yX^» tf)±*/ac-b*(arf-rfy)} 9 

which involves the arbitrary quantities (#', y l ). And this appears to be the reason why, 
in the analytical theory of the conic, the questions which involve the decomposition of 
a decomposable ternary quadric have been little or scarcely at all considered ; thus, for 
instance, the expressions for the coordinates of the points of intersection of a conic by a 
line (or say the line-equations of the two ineunts), and the equations for the tangents 
(separate each from the other) drawn from a given point not on the conic, do not appear 
to have been obtained. These questions depend on the decomposition of a decom- 
posable ternary quadric, which decomposition itself depends on that for the simplest 
case, when the quadric is a perfect square. Or we may say that in the first instance 
they depend on the transformation of a given quadric function U=(#3£r, y-> %f into the 
form W 2 +V, where Wis a linear function, given save as to a constant factor (that is, 
W=0 is the equation of a given line), and Vis a decomposable quadric function, which 
is ultimately decomposed into its linear factors, ==QR, so that we have U=W 2 +QR. 
The formula for this purpose, which is exhibited in the eight different forms I, II, III, 
IV, I(bis), Il(bis), Ill(bis), IV(bis), is the analytical basis of the whole theory; and the 
greater part of the memoir relates to the establishment of these forms. 

The solution of the geometrical questions above referred to is (as shown in the memoir) 
involved in and given immediately by these forms. It is also shown that the formula 
are greatly simplified in the case e. g. of tangents drawn to a conic from a point in a 
conic having double contact with the first-mentioned conic, and that in this case they 
lead to the linear Automorphic Transformation of the ternary quadric.^ The memoir 
concludes with some formulae relating to the case of two conies, which however is 
treated of in only a cursory manner. 
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Article Nos. 1 to 17, relating to a single conic. 

1. The point-equation of the conic is 

O, b, c, f g, hjx, y, zf=0, 

which expresses that the point (#, y, z) is an ineunt of the conic. 
The line-equation of the same conic is 

=0, 



n 



i, n, 


t 


a, h, 


9 


h, b, 


f 


^ /> 


c 



or putting 

(A, B, C, F, G, -B)=(lc-f\ ca-f, ab-h\ gh-af hf-bg,fg-ch) 9 

the line-equation is 

(A, B, C, F, G, HX5, *, £) 2 =0, 

which expresses that the line (§, #, Q (that is, the line the point-equation whereof is 

2#+*?y+£3=0) is a tangent of the conic. We are thus in the analytical theory of the 

conic concerned with the quadrics (a, b, c,f g, hl{x, y, zf and (A, B, C, F, G, HJi, n, £)*, 

which are the characteristics or nilfactums of these equations respectively. 

2. I put also 

K= 



a, 


A, 


# 


A, 


*, 


/ 


^ 


/. 






or, what is the same thing, 

K = abc — af 2 — fy/ 2 — ■ 6*A 2 + 2fg'h. 

8. It may be convenient to notice that when (#, . .Jjv, y, #) 2 breaks up into factors, 
the conic the equation whereof is (a, ..X#> #> 2) 2 =0, becomes a pair of lines; and that 
when (#, . .X# 5 #, #) 2 is a perfect square, the conic becomes a pair of coincident lines, or 
say a twofold line. But a pair of lines, distinct or coincident, cannot be represented by 
a line-equation. The analytical formulae presently given show that in the former case 
(A, . -Xi, fj, £) a is the square of a linear function, which equated to zero gives the line-equa- 
tion of the point of intersection of the two lines, or node of the conic ; and the equation 
(A, ..XI, ?;, £) 2 =0 accordingly represents such point considered as a pair of coincident 
points, or say a twofold point. But in the latter case, where the conic is a twofold line, 
(A, ..X& n, Kf is identically equal to zero, and the line-equation (A, ./££> ^ £) 2 =0 is a 
mere identity 0=0, thus ceasing to have any signification at all. And the like remarks 
apply to the conic as represented by the line-equation (A, ..J|, ??, £) 2 =0, the conic here 
breaking up into a pair of distinct or coincident points, &c. 

4. It is proper to remark also that 

(a, ...X^y,z%r,y ? z):=0 
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is the equation of the polar of the point (x\ y 1 , z f ) in regard to the conic, and that 

(A, . Jg, n, ? ; X§ 5 n, £)=0 

is the line-eqnation of the pole of the line (§', */, £') ; or, what is the same thing, the 
point-coordinates of the pole are 

A?+Hy+G£': Hr+B^+F^: Gg'+RZ+Cf. 

5. The inverse matrix is 

1 



^ 5 * 5 / 



H B F 

G, F, C 



1 



but it is convenient to disregard the factor ~, and speak of (A, B, C, F, G, H) as the 

inverse or reciprocal coefficients. The equation just written down implies the relations 
A#+HA+G#=K, Ah+Hb+Gf=0, &c, which may be arranged in two different ways 
as a system of nine equations, 

6. We have also 

(BC-P, CA-G 2 , AB-H 2 , GH-AF, HF-BG, FG-CH)=K(a,J,c,/,y, A), 

and 

ABC-AF 2 ~BG 2 ~CH 2 +2FGH==K 2 , 

which are well-known theorems. 

7. I notice also the theorem 



(a, . .x^ y, zf* fa . -X^, y\ $7 -[fa • -X^ y» *X^ ^ z Tf 

=(A, >.\yz!—y l z, zx l —dx, xy f —x ! y) 2 ^ 

which is much used in the sequel : it may be mentioned, in passing, that this is include 
in the more general theorem 

fa . Jx> y,zjl,rrb,n ), fa . >Jx\ y\ z%l, m, w) 
fa . ^x, y» *X^ m ^ n % fa • -X^ y> *0$ m > w ) 
= (A, ..'Xyz'—y'z, zx ! —z f x, xy l '—x'yjmn 1 } —m% nX—nll, Im'—l'm), 

which is at once deducible from 

LZ+Mm+Nw, L7+M'm+N'w 
L^+MW+N^, L?+MW+NW 



by writing therein 

(L,M,N): 

(I/, M f , N f > 



(ax +hy -\-gz , Ao? +by +fz , ## +yy +cz ), 

(ax f +hy f +gz f , hx ! +by ! +fz\ gx'+fy'+cz'), 

4s2 



642 ME. A. CATLEY ON THE ANALYTICAL THEORY OF THE CONIC. 

8. Suppose now that 

(a, b, c,f, g, hjw, y, zf 
breaks up into factors, or say that we have 

(a, b, c,f, g, /$>, y, zY=2(ux+py+yz)(a'x+(3'y-\-y'z), 
the values of the coefficients (a, . .) then are 

(a, b, c,f, g, A)=(2««', 2/3/3', 2y/, &/+Py, y«'+y'«, «<3'+«'/3), 
and forming from these the inverse coefficients (A, ..) and the discriminant K, we find 

(A, B ? C ? F ? G ? H)= — ()3y f — )3V 5 ya'-j/a, nfl-dpf. 
K=0. 

9. The last-mentioned equation, K=0, is the condition in order that ($, . .X^9#5 #) 2 
may break up into factors ; and when it does so, we have 

(A, ..xi, fi, O 2 =-(W-0V, y«'-yV *P—>*m> *OT> 

that is, (#, . .X^? ^ 5 #) 2 breaking up into factors, (A, . . J|, ??, Q 2 is a perfect square ; and 
equating it to zero, we have 

[(/3/-0V, y«'-y'«, «/3'-«'/3Xi, „, Q] 2 =0; 

which, (|, ^, £) being line-coordinates, gives (as a twofold point) the point of intersection 
of the lines (cs, j3, y), (a', |3', y'), that is, the lines a^+j3^+y^=:0, a'tf+jSty+T^— 0- 

10. If (a, . .^, y, z) 2 is a perfect square, then a! : ft 1 : y ! =a : |3 : y ; whence not only, as 
before, K=0, but the coefficients (A, B, C, F, G, H) all vanish (this implies the first- 
mentioned condition, K=0) ; and the line-equation (A, . .^|, *y, ^) 2 =0 becomes the mere 
identity 0=0. 

11. Converselyif K~0, then (#,. .\x>y, ^) 2 breaks up into factors; andif (A,B,C,F,G,H) 
all vanish, then (#, . .]£#, y, #) 2 is a perfect square. The conclusions stated ante. No. 3, 
are thus sustained. 

12. I assume, first, that ($, . -X#>y> #) 2 * s a perfect square (No. 13) ; and secondly, that 
it breaks up into factors (No. 14) ; and I proceed to inquire how in the one case the 
root, and in the other case the factors, can be determined in a symmetrical form. 

13. Considering the before-mentioned identical equation 

if (a, .-X^y?^) 2 * s a perfect square, then by what precedes, the right-hand side of the 
equation vanishes, and we have 

(a TxvzY-^^^ 

(a, . . j(ff, y, z) — fa 9% yy 9 ^ z y 

and the root of (#, . .}£#, y, 2) 2 is thus seen to be 

_ -l (gu - X^ y> gXgj gj *0 

an expression which involves the quantities (a/, y, £ ; ), the values whereof may be assumed 
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at pleasure without altering the value of the expression. For instance, assuming for 
(w\ y\ z ! ) the values (1, ; 0), (0, 1, 0), (0, 0, 1) successively, the different values of the 

expression are 

ax + hy + gz hx + by +fa gx -\-fy + cz 

— . — « — __ — __ ^ _ j ___ _ — . — . 

\/a Vb */c 

But if, as assumed, (a, .S$%, y, zf be a perfect square =(ccx+ fly +<yz) 2 , then 

(a, b, c,f, g, h)={cc\ 2 , y 2 , /3y, ya, a/3), 

and each of the foregoing values becomes equal to the root a%-\-fiy-\-yz. It is some- 
what singular that it is not possible to obtain symmetrical formulae without employing 
in this manner supernumerary arbitrary quantities such as (V, y\ z f ). 

14. Next, if (a, . . .}£#, V-> z T-> instead of being a perfect square, only breaks up into 
factors, then in the foregoing identical equation the right-hand side is a perfect square, 
and by the formula just obtained its value is 

[(A, ..%X 3 Y, ZXyz'-y'z, zx'-z'x, xy ! -rfy)J 

(A, . .j{X, Y, Z) 2 

where (X, Y, Z) are supernumerary arbitrary quantities. The identical equation then 
gives 

and consequently 

(a, ..Xo?, y, ^^(^xk^f Pr0duct ° f 

a formula which exhibits the decomposition of (#, . .](#, y, z) 2 assumed to be a function 
which breaks up into factors ; the formula contains the two sets of supernumerary 
arbitrary quantities {x ] ,y\ z ! ) and (X, Y, Z). It will be remembered that (A, . .) denotes 
the system of inverse or reciprocal coefficients (bc—f 2 , • ..). 

15. Consider the formula 

(a, 5, <?,/. g, hJjiQ-~n%, £?— £'g, &/—?*)'= (a, b, c, f, g, h^g', *', £') 9 , 

which gives 

a= en 2 +bZ? — 2/S£, 

b= ag+<%* —ty% 
c = &S 2 + &tf — 2 h^j 

f = —091%— ft* +gln+h% 
g=—K%+fty ~grf +&& 
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and from these we deduce 



( 



a, h, g X^O^C ' °>°): 
h, b, f 
f , c 



viz. at+h??+g£=0, &c. 
Also 

(bc-f 2 , ca~g 2 , ab-h 2 , gh-af, hf-bg, fg-ch)=(| 5 ^ £) 2 .(A,B, C, F, G,HX&», Q 5 

that is, 

bc-f 2 =f(A, B, C, F, G, ITjfr *, Z>)\ &c 
Whence also 



and 



(be— f 2 , ..yi,m, nj 



(^+m^+<) 2 (A 5 ..X| 9 ^0 2 , 



(bc-f 2 , ..XI, m, nXl m\ »')=(^+^+0(?5+^+O(A, • -15, * Q 2 ; 

and moreover 

abc— af 2 — bg 2 — ch 2 +2fgh=0. 

16. The last equation shows that (a, ..X^'— V£, K%—%% %rf—%fi) 2 , considered as a 
function of (|' 5 ?/, £'), breaks up into factors. Or since the expression is not altered by 
interchanging (£', ?/, £') and (g, ^ 5 £), the same expression, considered as a function of 
(f, ??, £), breaks up into factors. It is in fact easy to see that any quantic whatever, 
(*X^?'"""tf'?5 ?£ ,— ? f & bi—tn) m , considered as a function of (g, ??, £), breaks up into linear 
factors; for in virtue of the equation i / (^~^)+V(^ / ^? / i) + ? / (^ / ~-i^)=0, any one 
of the quantities ^— •?/£? ?i /t — ?'& &/— £'*7 can be expressed as a linear function of the 
other two ; so that the quantic can be expressed as a linear function of any two of the 
three quantities ; and qua homogeneous function of two quantities, it of course breaks 
up into factors, linear functions of these two quantities. 

We may in all the formulae interchange (x\ y\ z 1 ) and (#, y, z), writing (a', b', c', f, g', h') 
in the place of (a, b, c, f, g, h). 

17. Putting, in like manner, 

(A, B, C, F, G, HXy^'— y^j zx'—z'x, xy'—oc'yf 

= (a,*, c, #, #, ©x^ y ,*0V 



so that 



we obtain 



<3= C«/ 2 +B2 2 -2F^, 
3S= As*+Ca*— 2G»p, 
C= B^ 2 +Aj/ 2 -2H^, 
$=— Ayz— F# 2 + G^y+Hzx, 
= — B^+F^y— Gy 2 -f-Hyz, 
= — C#y + Fzx-\- Gyz — Hz 2 , 



fc, 38, # 
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viz* 

xjlJLoO 



that is, 



&e+$y+igs=0, &c. 

(m-s% €%~-<b\ m-w, «»--24f, w-^^ f<B~-em 

=(#, y, zj. K(a, b, c,f, g, hjx, y, zf ; 
35C— df 2 =# 2 K(a, b, c r f, g, K^x, y, z)\ &c. ; 



whence also 

(2SC— Jp, ••X** ^ 5 OC^ ^ J)={\x+py+vz)(%!%+{dy+Jz)\l&(a) ..X*? ^ ^) 2 ' 



and moreover 



aic-a# 2 -3$# 3 ~ci 2 +2##i=o. 



The last equation shows that (A, .»\yd—y l z, zx f —z f x, xy f -~x f y) 2 > considered as a 
function of (V, y', # ; ), breaks up into factors, or (what is the same thing) this expres- 
sion, considered as a function of (x, y, z), breaks up into factors ; we may in all the 
formulae interchange (#, y, z) and (at, y\ z ! ), writing (W, 3S', C, jf 7 , <&\ W) i* 1 the place 
of (3, B, C, #, ®, 1). 



Article Nos. 18 to 28, relating to a single conic in connexion with a point or line. 

18. I apply the decomposition formula to the function (A, ..X^ 5 '— y'2, -0 2 ? which, 
considered as a function of (#, y, #), breaks up into factors. We have 

(A, ..JyJ-fa ..) 2 =(^ «-X^ y, *? 



1 



=t s?7 \s Product ot 

f fj3'C 



■$ n ,..\mz-ny, ..J A, f*, v) 



y/-(&&~-#»,..Xy,lb,i,y 



But we have 



(91', ..XI, m, n) 2 =(A.,..Xmz'~ny\ ..)% 

(3', ..Xh m, nX%, y, z)=(A, ..Xmz!—ny , ,..Xyz'—y'z, ..), 

(W-jf' 2 , ..X mz — n y> "X^ i*» v ) 

=[V(mz-- ny)-\-y'(nx—lz)-\-z'(ly— mx^Xx'+^y'+vz') K(a, ..X®', y', z'f, 
(W-JT 2 , • -B, p, *) 2 = (X#'+ W '+<) 2 K(«, . .!*', y, z') 2 , 



and thence 

N /-(J3'C'-df' 2 } ..XA,^v) 2 



#', y, z' 

7 , TO, « 



x/-k(«, ..x^', y, 2?' 
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whence we have 

(A, . . Xp'-y'z, . -J^ ^^^yj Product of 



(A, ..yjnz'—ny 1 , ..Xyz'— y*z, ..)+ 



x, y, z 
x\ y', z' 
I , m, n 



^/— K(a, ..X$,y\zY 



And the identical equation 

{a, ..30, y, zf.{a, ..X^, y', z'T— [0> --X^ y> Z X^, y 1 , z')f=(A, ..Xyz'—y'z, .. 

now gives 

(a, ..Ja?, y, z) 2 = Quotient by (a, .-X^i $•> z 'f °f ' 



8 



I 



+ Quotient by (A, ..%mz f -—ny^ ,.) 3 of Product 



H 



(A, . .yjriz' -~ny\ . *\yd—y } z, ..) + 



#', y', z' 

I , m, n 



\/— K(«, . 7$a?~, y', Yf 



where the Product part may also be written 

(a, ... xi, m, nXrf, y 1 , z') .(«,.. x®> y> zX®'i y'i *') 

—(a, ... X®', y\ z'f . (a, . . X®, y, *X l > m > n) 



+^—K(a,..X^,y',z 1 )' 



x , y , 2 

#', y, a' 
2 , m, n 



19. Writing in the formula I. 

( a, A, # )>', y, 0')=(S' 5 ^ £)> 
A, b, f 



we 



have 



W y,rf )= i(A, H, G »',„',?), 



and thence 



H, B, F 
G, F, C 



Assume 



k(«, . . x^ y, *') =(a ..xr,^',c) 3 

(2, m, »)=(«?'--/*?'> *■%—*%, pg—toi'), 
then from the foregoing values of (a?, y', z') 

m0'-n/=-|(^'-^XGr+F,'+CC)-K-W)(Hr+B,'+F^)j 
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that is 



gMr(Ar+HV+GC)+V(Hr+BV+FC)+aGr+F^+CQ'] 

-xr(Ar+Hv+G£') 

-^'(HI'+BV+F^) 
_„§'(Gr+F,/+C£), 



mz' — «y 



±{k(a, ..xf, v, o-e'(A, -ir, >/, £i\ /*, ")}, 



and similarly 



wo/ -fe' =4{ka, .-is', v, ^') 2 -v(a, ..ir, V, ?'lx, /*> ")}' 

^ -m^'=^|,(A, ..xr, v, ??-C(a, -ir, >/, £i\ ^, o}; 



and thence 



(A, H, Gyj/iz 1 — ny\ ..) 



a. 



i (a, h, gxx, ,*, ><).(a, ..xr, «? 

-(A, H, GX?', V, C)-(A, ..I?, V, CI^ I*, »)j 

with the like equations, writing H, B, F and G, F, C in the place of A, H, G succes- 
sively : and we then have 

(A, ..ymz'—ny', ..) a 

=g{(A, ..XX, p, vjmz'—ny 1 , ..). (A, .•!£', ^ C) 2 

-(a, ..xr, v, s'x^z'-rcy, ..).(a, ..xr, «/, cix, ^ *) 

But the foregoing values of mz' —ny' , naf — lz 1 , ly 1 —mod give also 

(A, ..XX, j», vXmz'—ny 1 , ..) 
1 



K 



1 



(a, ..xx, & ^.(a, ..xr, v, o 2 -[(a, -ix, i*, vxr, »/, OTj. 



(A, ..X?, >/, ^Jjnz'-ny', ..) 

=4((a, ..xx, ,*, »xz, >/, r).(A, ..x?. >/» ?') 2 -(a, ..it, »/, ?') 2 -(a, -xx, /*, oe?, >/, r) 



K 

So that 



= 0. 



(A, ..\mz ! —ny', ..) 2 

=Ss(A, ..X?, V, ?')M(A, -IX, /», v) 2 .(A, „xr, «/, C') 2 -C(A, -IX, (*, Otf, »/, £')]'} 

=^(A, ..II', V, ?)*.(«, -X<V-,<, -) 2 - 



K 

MDCCCLXII. 
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Similarly, 

(A, . . Jmz' -ny* , . .Jyz' -y'z, . .) 



l r 



=k{( A ' -0O> (*> "Xyz'-y'z, ..).(A, ..X?, >/, ?') 3 

-(A, ..XI', rl, ZJyz'-y'z, ..).(A, ..If, >/, ?'B, I*, ») 



But 



?. 



(A, ..XKp,»yyd—!/*, ..) 

= (Ax +H^+ Q»)(yd —tfz) 

+(Gx +F^ +Cij{an/—a!y) 
= #[#' ( Gx + Ffo + Cj>) — ^ (HA. + B^ + F?)] 

+^[^ / (Hx+B i ^ +Fy)— y(Ax+H/x+Gy)], 
which, substituting for a/, y, z 1 their values 

( ^ y, < )= i ( a, h, g xr, >/, ?'), 



becomes 



H, B, F 
G, F, C 



=!{ a;[(BC -F 2 )(«/-,<)+(FG - CH)(x£'-*i')+(HF -BG)(^' -Xi,')] 
+#[(FG-CH)(V- 1 0+(CA -G 2 )(x£'-^)+(GH-AF)(^'-x>/)] 

+z (HF-BG)(^-^')+( GH - AF X^'-^')+(AB-H 2 Xl*?-*V) 
which is 

=(«, ..30, y, zJ?rl—p>K', ••); 

and by merely writing (f, »/, £') in the place of (X, |K», v), we have 

(A, ..xf, V, VJj/z'—y'z, ..)=°; 

so that we find 

(A, ,.Jmz ! —ny', ..Jyz'—y'z, ..) 



Now, writing the formula I. in the form 

(a, ..X#> ^> 2) 2 = Quotient by K(a, ..X#'> y» z') 3 of 



K[(a, . .}>, y, s^V, y\ z'Jf 

+Quotient by K(A, ..\mz l —ny', ..) 2 of 
K 2 {[(A, ..Jriiz'—ny', ..Xyz'—y'z, ..)] 2 + 



w 5 


#> 


2 


8 K(a,./X#,y,s) 2 } 




y, 


s' 




J, 


m, 


w 
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the right-hand side is 

= Quotient by (A, . ."£$, tj, %'f of 



3 



where 



-f Quotient by (a, . .~X»tJ — p%' , • -) 2 (A, ••¥$', V, £') 2 0I> 

una, ..x^'-k'. • -x^y. *)-( A ' -x?, v, r)T+ir(A, ..xr, rf, ?n 

n=K 



x, y , z 



or, what is the same thing, 
11= j a? , y , s 

K#', Ky, Kz' 

£ , m , n 



x 



V 



z 



Ar+H*/+G£', Hr+B^'+F?', Qf+Fj/+C?' 



vrl—(b% 



W- 



|C/4 — ty. 



More simply, the right-hand side is 



Quotient by (A, . .^I', */, ?') 2 ° f ] 



J 



+Qnotient by (a, •*'X»rf—(A%\ ..) 2 °^ 

L {[(«, • .x«/-f<. • -X*. y> *)] 2 (A, ..X?. V, ?') 2 +n 2 } ; 

Or restoring the left-hand side, and resolving into its linear factors the function in { } , 
we have 

(a, . -X^ 5 y 5 #) 2 = Quotient by (A, . ."$£, q\ £') 2 of 



II. 



+ Quotient by (a, ..yvrl—pQ, ..) 2 of Product 

n±\/— (A, ..Ji', ?/, ?') 2 0> . .1^—^, .0O> y» 4 

where II has the value given above, which may also be written 

n= (A, ..xr, V, ?'X>- 5 <*, 'X^+Vy-K'*) 

-(a, . .xr, *', ?') 2 (^+^+^). 

20. We deduce at once the inverse or reciprocal formula? 
(A, . .XS, »j, ?) 2 = Quotient by (A, . -XS', «/, £? of 1 



III. 



[(a . .xi, », ar, «/, K>jf 

+Quotient by (a, ..\wi—ft£, ..) 2 of K into Product 

< (a, ..x»»'-rt\ ..M'-n's, ..)±y-(A,..xrv,r) 2 



?, 


»?, 


<> 


?' 


»', 


? 


X, 


p, 


V 



4t2 
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where the Product part may also be written 



Product 



= (A, ..££', ij, %J\, p, v).(A, ,.Jg, y', £'Jf, n, K) 



K 



i(A,..ir,,',r) 2 



K 



.(A, ./£>» (*> "X& *li ?) 



±x/-(A,..xr,«»',?') ! 



21. And also 






] 



IV. 



(A, . .X%> tj, £) 2 = Quotient by (a, .»]JV, y, z') 2 of ' 

, J 

+ Quotient by K(A, . -Xny 1 — mz\ . .) 2 of Product 
^K$+>/-K(a, «0iV» y» *0 a (A, •.yntf—mz\ . -Xi 5 ^ 5 £)■ 



where 



4>= 



5 *? £ 

$#' + %' + <7£ ; , A#' + V +/^' ? ##' +/$/ + cz ! 

Iz'—nx' , mrf—hf 



ny'—niz'. 



which may also be written 



22. The geometrical signification is obvious. The formulae 1. and II. each of them 



show that the equation 



(a, . .£#, y, £) 2 =0 



of the conic may be written in the form 

W 2 +^QK=0, 

where Q=0, R=0 are any two tangents of the conic, and W=0 is the line joining the 
points of contact, or chord of contact corresponding to the two tangents; viz., in the 
formula I. we have 

w=o, ./$y> y, z ! x%, y, %\ 



Q 



R 



(A,..Xmd—ntf, ..Xys'— fa> --)+s/— K K •OO* y> *t 



a/, y, ^ 

(or for a different form of Q, E see the formula). The quantities (V, y\ z 1 ) are the 
coordinates of the point of intersection of the two tangents, or pole of the chord of 
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contact: (7, m, n) are supernumerary arbitrary quantities, the values whereof do not 
affect the result *. And in the formula II. we have 

W = %x + rly + ZJz, 

Q) 



RJ 



= n+ x /-(A, :.jr, rl, %y (a, ..Xnf-p%* -0O> ^ *0 



(for the value of II see the formula). The quantities (£', ?/, £') are the line-coordinates 
of the chord of contact (viz. the point-equation of this line is % ! ft+rfy-\-Z!z=0) ; (X, f/,, v) 
are supernumerary arbitrary quantities. 

23. In the like manner the formulae III. and IV. each of them show that the line- 
equation „ x 

of the conic may be written in the form 

W 2 +^QK=0, 

where Q~0, R=0 are any two ineunts of the conic, and W=0 is the point of inter- 
section of the corresponding tangents ; viz. in the formula III. we have 



Ql 



K 



\=(a, ...X«/-|<. ..)±\/-(A7..ir, riVSJ 



l 5 *Z 5 


r 




wj 


A, |66, 


p 



'[=KO+\Z — K(a, .-X^j y> ^? (^ ..^ntf—md^ ..££, ^ ?) 



(for another form of Q, R see the formula). 

The quantities If, ?/, £' are the line-coordinates of the line through the two ineunts, 
or chord of contact ; (X, ^, y) are supernumerary arbitrary quantities ; and so in the 
formula IV. we have 

Q 
R, 

(for the value of <E> see the formula), where of, «/, z ! are the point-coordinates of the 
intersection of tangents at the two ineunts, or pole of the chord of contact ; (£, m, ^) are 
supernumerary arbitrary quantities. 

24. We may, instead of the supernumerary arbitrary quantities (I, m, n) of the 
formula I., introduce the quantities (X, ^, y), where 

(i,m > n)=i( A ' H ' G lK ^ v) - 

H, B, F 

G, F, C 



* In a different point of view, viz. if we consider the formula I. as a transformation of the function 
(a, ...fa, y, zf, then (#', y f , z f ) and (I, m, n) would be each of them supernumerary arbitrary quantities : 
and so in the other like cases. 
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This gives 

(A, H, Gymaf—nt/, ..) 

=A(mz f —ny f )+H(w^— &' )+G(?y — mrf) 

=a!(B.n-Gm)+t/ (Gl-An)+2?(Am-m ) 

=1. a/[H(Gx+F^+CO~G(HA+B^+Fy)] 

+y[G(AX+Hf&+Gy)— A(GX+F^+Cv)] 

+^T A ( H ^+ B ^+ F 0--- H ( H ^+ :B ^+ Fi; )] 

We have thus the system 

(A, H, GJmz!—ny\ . .)=p(ggj +ftf '+cz')—» (hx ! +by f -\-fz l ), 

(H, B, Y^md —ny\ ..)=? (ax 1 +hy ! +gz , )—\(gx l +ftf -\-cz' ), 

(G, F, Q>ymd—ny\ ..)=\(hx f +by f +fz ! )--(jb(ax ! +hy ! +gz l ) J 
and thence 

(A, .?$mz ] —ny\ ^Jjyd—y'z, ..) 

yz f —y ! z , zx f —z ! x , xy'—x'y 

ax , -\-hy ! +gz\ hx'+by f -{-fz\ gd+fy'+cz 1 

or observing that the term in X is 

— (sa/ — z f x)(gx ! +fy f +csf)+ (xy x — aty) (A^ + by 1 +fz J ) , 
which is 

— ^. x^ax'+hy'+gz 1 ) 

—y . x'(hx ! + #y +yv) 

— z . #'(##' + J^' + ^ ) 

with similar expressions for the terms in p, v, we have 
(A, ..Jmz } --ny\ ..Jgd—tfz, ..) 

and so also 

(A, ..Jmz ! —ny\ ..) 2 

= —0d+(jt*i/+vz t ).(a, ./$7 5 ^ 5 ^X^' y> 2')+(^+^m+m).(# 5 . -X^ y 7 , ^) 2 ' 
where 

(a, ..XI, m, njx[, y\ sf)=7ri+(itf+¥z\ 

l 
Td+pm+m =jf(A, .-X^j /M's 2 ' 
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so that 

(A, ..Xmz'-ny', ..) 2 =-(^'+ W '+^) 2 +g(A, ..£A, ^ v)\{a, ..Jd, y 1 , zj. 
Moreover, 

= ^ [(AX+H^+Gj/X^'-^j+CHx+B^+Fj/X^-^+CGx+F^+aXAy-^) \, 



X *) 


y. 


z 


w 5 


y. 


z f 


I, 


m, 


n 



which is 






(A, ..Xk,p,vj3jz'—y'z, ..)', 



and hence instead of the formula I. we have 

(a, . .\x, y, z) 2 = Quotient by (a, . .}jV, y', z'f of ' 



I. (bis) 



[(a,..X^y,zXx',y',z')J 

+Quotient by +(A, . -XX, p, v)\a, . OfV, #', z') 2 -K(Xr'+ W '+^') 2 of K Product 
'(Xa/+py'+vz').(a, ..Xx,y,zJoc',y',z')--{\a;-\-(i i y-\-vz).{a, ..X^,y',zJ 



25. If, in like manner, in the formula II. we introduce, instead of (X, ^, v), the new 
quantities (I, m, n), where 

(X, (^, *)=( a, &, 5- X?, m, %), 

A, &, / 

or, what is the same thing, 

(l,m, n)=±-( A, H, G £x, p, ,), 

H, B, F 



then we have 



5 ^5 ^ 



(a, A, ^X^'-K', ..)=»(Hr+B^'+F?')-m(Gr+FV + C£'), 
(h, £,/X«/-i<, ..)=? (Gf'+FV +C?')-w(Ar +HV+G£'), 

(<7>/> cX»t-t*?> »)=m(A?+Ei/+Q?)-l (Hr+B^'+F?'); 
and thence 

(a, ./£V— «£', „Xx, y, z)= x y , z 

Ar+H>/+G£', Hr+B,'+F?', G?'+F;/+C£' 

Z , m , » 

= (A, . .Xmz—ny, . .£1', ;/, £'), 

(a, ..x«/-K'> ..) 2 =|{(a, ..ix, ^, ,) 2 .(a, ..xr, V, ??-[(A, .oe*» I*, "ir, >/, ?')] 

=(«, ..XI, m, n)\ (A, . .XI', V, £') 2 ~K(Jr+W+<) 2 ; 
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V: 



X 



y 



z 



(yyj ' 



+&/.+G£', Hi'+B^+fT, Gr+F^'+C?' 

vrl—frf? , m — v% , p% — 'kr[ 

-l!#).y{Q%+T?rl +C?')-2(Hf'+BV +F£') 
- vt ) . z ( Ag + HV + G£') - a<Gf + FV + Cf ) 
-W ). ^(HI'+BV +F^')-y(Ar +H>/+G£') 



+^{(i'^+Vj/4-?'2)(Hi'+B^ +F?')-y(A, ..XI', »/, K7) 

+* {(r^+^+?' 2 )( G ^'+ :F v+c?')-2(A,..xr, v, ?t> 
=(i'x+^+^)-(A, .00, /», »xr, v, r)-(^+/*y+w).(A, ..ir, »/, r) 2 

=K(^'+m^'+<').(^+^+^2)— (a, ..X^, m, »X^ ^ Z )-(A .-X^ >/> £')*; 
and the formula II. thus becomes 

(a, ..yjv, y, ;s) 2 = Quotient by (A, .-XI'j V, ?')' 2 of 1 



r 



II. 



(bis) i +Quotient by (a, . .£*, m, n)\ (A, ..Jg, »/, ?') 9 -K(^+»m/+0* of Product 

K(/|' + mq'+nZj) . (%w+v'y + £'s) — («, • -X^ w > % X^ ^ z ) • ( A ' • -X§'> ^ C) 2 1 
I ±x/-(A,..Xr,V,^) 2 (A, . .Xm^-ny, . £?, V, £'). J 

26. And from these we at once deduce the inverse or reciprocal formulae 

(A, .-X& ^ £) 2 =Qubtient by (A, ..X§ ; ? V? ?T °^] 

. J 



III. (bis) 



« 



[(a, . .xi, *, ?xr, v, ?')] 2 

+ Quotient by (a, . .^ »&, %) 2 . (A, . -Xtf? V? ? ; ) 2 — K(£g'+W+w£') a of K into Product 

1+n/— (a, ..x?, ^ £?(>, -«X^ m > *0C*?'— «*?, • •)* 



27. And 



(A, . . X? 5 ^ £) 2 = Quotient by (a, . .\oc\ y f , z f ) 2 of 



IV. (bis) 



„ -{-Quotient by (A, ..X^> i^? *0 2 *(^ • 00^ ^ ^') 2 ~- K(^ f +^y+^ ; ) 2 of Product 
K(X^4-^y+^).(^i+y^4-^^)~-(A, . .XS, ^ ££7, m > n)-(a* • -X^ 3^ ^) 2 { 



which four formulae have the same geometrical significations with the original four 
formulae to which they correspond respectively. 
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28. The eight formula become all of them the same or very similar for the quadric 

form (a, ..X#j V-> z) 2 =% 2 +y 2 +z 2 , which of course implies (A,..£& ??, £) 2 =i 2 +?? 2 +£ 8 * 
Thus selecting any one of them at pleasure, e. g. the formula II. (bis), this becomes 

{(^+^+^)(?"+^+r)-(?^+^+W} 

x {(p+m 9 +w 2 x? 9 +^+r)--(^+w+<) 9 } 

where the terms independent of £ /2 +?/ 2 +£' 2 destroy each other. Omitting these terms, 
and dividing by f /2 +*/ 2 +? /2 > the resulting equation is found to be 






#£' + yV + s£' , # 2 + ^ 2 + s 2 , ocl -\-ym + ^ 
Zg' +m?/ +%£ ; , to +^y + ^ ? ^ 2 + ^ 2 + ^ 2 > 



which is a well-known identical equation. 

Article Nos. 29 to 33, relating to a single conic in connexion with an ineunt or a 

tangent of a conic of double contact. 

29, The formulae assume a very simple form when the point of intersection of the 
two tangents, or the line of junction of the two ineunts of the conic, is an ineunt or a 
tangent of a conic having double contact with the first-mentioned conic. Thus, if to the 
conic 

tangents are drawn from a point (w\ y\ z f ) of the conic 

(a, .0O,y, ^) 2 +(^+^y+^) 2 — 0, 
then we have 

and using the form I. (bis), and putting therein (£', */> £') "* ^ e pl ace °f the arbitrary 
quantities (A, f/,, ?), the equation of the tangent divides out by |V +?/#'+ £V> and omitting 
this factor it becomes 

+^= (A, ..X? ; , */, FXyd—tfz, zaf—six, xy ! -w f y)=0, 

which is of the form 

( a , /3 , y X^, y\ djx, y, *)=0, 



cc 



tf 



P", y 



a 



MDCCCLXII. 



4 u 



656 



ME. A. OATLET ON THE ANALYTICAL THEOET OF THE CONIC. 



where the matrix 



«+. 



:'2 



( a , /3 , y ) is 

«", /3", y" 



i..i 



h+gy 



s/K 



(GI'+FV+C?'), 5-J-^' 2 



f -j- ^ £ "f* *"/^( ^§ 4" H?? -f~ G£ } 



/2 



30. But instead of further developing these formulae,! prefer to consider the formulae 
which give the points of contact of the tangents in question, viz. the ineunts of the 
conic ($, ..^O? y*> 2) 2 =0> or the tangents through the point (w\ y\ z f ) of the conic 

(a, .00, y, s) a +(?H-^+W==o. 

We have as before 

and using the formula IV.(bis) and writing therein (| ; , ?/, £') in the place of the arbitrary 
quantities (X, /a>, v), the equation contains the factor £ , # f +tfY+?'s', and dividing by this 
factor, and by K, the line-equation of the ineunt is 



Selecting the positive sign, the coordinates of the corresponding ineunt are 

and taking (X, Y, Z) for the coordinates of the ineunt in question, and putting for 
shortness 

1 1 1 



# 



a 



/r 



TRW-""/). ""= -&*-M). /=l-7f(^-W), 
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we may write 

(l+P)X=(2-ay 



fyf - 7Z ' +-%(Ag+H.if+G?Xga! +*&+&), 



(1+P)Y= - a V+(2-j3')y-yV +g(H|'+BV+F?')(|y+^y+^'), 



(1+P)Z 



«v 



-/3"y+(2- y ">'+g(G|'+ f>/+ crxiv+ijy +§V), 



where P, which is arbitrary, may be put 

l 

31. These equations then give 

(a/,y,s')=( «, <3, y XX, Y, Z), 

«', j3', y 1 
*", /3", y" 

which can be verified without difficulty by reversing the process ; and we have thus the 
coordinates (X, Y, Z) in terms of (%', y', z'), and reciprocally. 

32. If (X /? Y,, Z,) are the coordinates of the other ineunt, we have, it is clear, 

(a/, y\ z')=( 2-a, -/3 , -y £X,,, Y,,Z,); 

«f, 2-/3', -V 
a ", _£", 2-y" 

or substituting for (at, y', £) their values in terms of (X, Y, Z), 

(2X„ 2Y„ 2Z,)=( «, 0, y XX+X„ Y+Y„ Z+Z,), 

of', |3", y" 

so that (X+X /5 Y+Yp Z+Z y ) are the same linear functions of 2X /5 2Y /5 2Z ( that 
(X, Y, Z) are of (a?', y\ z') ; that is, we have 



i(l+P)(X+X,)=(2-«)X,- (3 Y, 



y Z,+g (A%+Bt!+Q?)(W+ty+W), 



l 



i(l+P)(X+X,)= -*' X i +(2-i3')Y / - y' Z^+gCHi'+BV+FrXr^+^'+rV), 

^i+p)(x+x i )= - a " x,- /3" Y,+(2-y")z,+g (er+F */+C£')(iV+;/y +£V), 



which equations may be written 

V 1+PXX, Y, Z). 



( 



a , b , 


c 




a 9 D 5 


c' 




a", b", 


c" 




4u2 
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where the values of the coefficients are 

'-fyf'-w+it (Af»-B» , «-2F»'r-cr»), —^(/» r -«?')+|«'( Ar+H»'+ or) , —fytf-w+^vw+Ej+Gw 

o o 2 1 2 9 

and considering (X, Y, Z) and (X /5 Y y , Z,) as quantities connected by the foregoing 
linear relations, we have identically 

So that the investigation leads to the automorphic transformation of the quadric func- 
tion, a transformation first effected by M. Hermite*. 

33. It is to be remarked that the foregoing formulae show that (w\ y\ z 1 ) being the 
coordinates of a point on the conic ($, ..X#* V<> £) 2 +(^4Vy+? ; 2) 2 ==0, from which point 
tangents are drawn to the conic (a, ..*£$, y } £) 2 =0, then the coordinates {x\ y\ z l ) enter 
linearly into the equations of the tangents, the ineunts (or points of contact), and the 
polar. And it may be added that the equation of the conic enveloped by the polar 
(that is, the polar conic of (a, ..X#> #? 2) 2 +(i^+^V+?^) 2== 0) has for its equation 

{K+(A, ..xr, */, ?f}(a, .00, y, *y-K(?*+ff!f+t?*y=0. 

and that the coordinates of the point of contact of the polar with this conic are 

1 

y + g (Hf? + IV + F?' )(g V + n f y f + £V )> 

f +g(Gf +F;/ +C?')(lV+^y+?V); 

so that (^, y\ z 1 ) also enter linearly into the expressions for the coordinates of the last- 
mentioned point. 

Article Nos. 34 to 37, relating to two conies. 

34. Considering now the two conies 

U=(a 5 5, c,f,g, hjx, y, s) 2 =0, 

U = (af, #, </,/', y, #X# ? y, s) 2 =0; 
Suppose that the conic 

flU+fl'U'==(da+fl'a', .-X^ y, 20 2 =° 
represents a pair of lines. 

* See my " Memoir on the Automorphic Transformation of a Bipartite Quadric Function," Phil. Trans. 
vol. cxlviiL (1858) pp. 89-46. 
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which is 
where 



The condition for this is 

Disct. (Qa+Q'a 1 , ./£>> V* z) 2: =0, 

a=K 9 

3S =Ad+W+Cd+2¥f+2Gg'+2m!, 
€ =A f a+B l b+Cc+2F'f+2G l g+2B.% 

=K' 



(the significations of K', A', B ; , C, F, G', H' being of course analogous to those of 
K, A, B, C, F, G, H). The three roots 9 : & correspond, it is clear, to the three pairs 
of lines which can be drawn through the intersections of the two conies. 

35. The equation 

Disct. (fl, 25, C, 2BX9, S') 3 =0, 

which is of the fourth order in % 2$, C, 23 , and of the sixth order as regards (a, b c,f, g, h) 
and (a\ b\ c\f, g\ h!) respectively, is the condition in order that the two conies may 
touch each other. Assuming that it is satisfied, the cubic equation in 6 : ff has a pair 
of equal roots ; or say there is a twofold root and a onefold root ; the twofold root gives 
the pair of lines drawn from the point of contact to the other two points of intersection, 
the onefold root gives the pair made up of the common tangent and the line joining the 
other two points of intersection. 

36. In particular, suppose that the two conies are 

2(%oc + cry -\-rz){o[ % -{•>$' y +r^) = 0, 

2(Xx+[jby+pz)('k l w^'^ , y+p f z)=0 ; 
so that 

(a, b, c,f, g, &)=(2g ? ', 2™ 1 , 2rr\ rt+Jr, rg'+r'g, §<x f +§'<r), 

(A, B, C, F, G, H) = -~(<rr'--<rV, r% f -r f ^ % <t -g'<r) 2 , 
(A', B', C, F, G', H')=-(p'-V>>, A' -A, V-W; 
and thence also 

<3=K = 0, 



3B=A^+&c. 



? 



C=A'a+&c.=-2 



X' 



p, 1/ 



<r , r 



<r, r 



f 









r 



X 
X' 



p 



a , r 



a 1 , J 






r' 



K' 



0; 
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and the equation in ($, &) is 



M+€&=0; 



so that, writing 0=C, #'=•— 2S, the equation of the pair of lines is 



(g^+<7j/+r^)(g f ^+<r^+r^) — 



g, <r , r 




J J J 
g, <r , r 


A, /B, f 




X, ///, * 


X, ft/, V 




X', ft/, */ 



A, jtt, V 




K\ p\ J 


?, <* •> r 




g, a , r 


§', *\ * 




g', <r\ r 



(X^+^+^)(^+i"'V+ J ' /;S ) :::::: ^' 



and it is easy to see that the left-hand side does in fact break up into factors, and that 
the equation is 



x , y , a 

^ — ^ 5 yg' — Xr', Xff' — f«/g 



f 



flV — T[/j\ 



rk 



f ~j 



1 -i! 



v i §p — ™ 









2 



X<7 • 



■A' 



0, 



which of course might have been obtained at once by means of the four points which 
are the intersection of each component line of the first conic by each component line of 
the second conic. 

37. Suppose that the first conic is 

(a, b, c,f, g, hjx, y, z) 2 =0, 
while the second conic is the pair of lines 



then putting, as before, 



we have 



where 



< 2>('k%+py-{-vz)(rtw-\-^y-\-9'z)=0 ; 
(Qa+V.2lX', ..£#, y, z) 2 =0, 

(<a, m, c, my?, s') 3 =o, 



35 

C 



=K 



2(A, B, C, F, G, HXX, /*, »XX', ft,', »% 
(a, b, c,f, g, Kyjjjv'—fh'v, vh!—v\ Xfju'—X'^f 



= 0; 
and the equation in (0, &) is 

which may be written 

{K0+(A, ..XX, /*, 0(X', I*'. ^)9'} 2 ={[(A, ..XX, <*, »XX', f*', "')] 2 +K(«, -Xp'-A -) a }^ 

=(A, . .XX, (t» v)\(A, . .XX', (*', Jf. &\ 
that is, 

KQ=[±^/(A, ..XX, /*, x)V(A, ..XX', ^ v') 2 -(A, . .XX, ,*, vXX', ,*', »')]$' ; 
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or we may assume 

0= ±x/(A, ..IX, ^ 0V(A, -Oft'* !*'> 0*-(A, ..XA, p, 0C*'» ^', */), y=K, 
so that the conic 

{±\/(A, ..XX, ^ *) 2 \/(A, . 0O'> f//, ^—(A, ,J>, p, fXV, ^', ^)}(«, ...X^ y> *)* 

+ 2 K( a# + W + "^) ft& + jt^'y + ^) = 
breaks up into a pair of lines. 
Putting for shortness 

±x/(A, ..XK p 9 *)S/(A, i K ^ i/)»-(A, ..XX, ^ 5 fX^', f*', o=q, 
the coefficients on the left-hand side of the equation are 

(Qa+2KXX ; , .. Q/+K(p'4y>), . .), 
whence, after all reductions, the inverse function is 

{(A, . .xx, /*, o& *, ?)\/(A, ..BV,"') 2 +(A, -0O', /*', »'X?, *, £X/(A, . oex, p, o»}*, 

and the remainder of the process of decomposition is effected without difficulty. 



Addition, 18 December, 1862. 

The formulae II. and II. (bis) each of them give the tangents of the conic 
(#, . . .X#9 y, zf=0 at the ineunts of intersection with the line £#+*/y+£'3=0. A very 
elegant formula for these ineunts themselves was communicated to me by Mr. Spottis- 
woode, and I have since found that the same or an equivalent formula is made use of 
by M. Aronhold in his recent valuable memoir, " Ueber eine neue algebraische 
Behandlungsweise der Integrale irrationaler Differentiale, &c", Crelle, t. Ixii. 
pp. 95-145 (1862). The formula is as follows, viz. for the conic and line, 

{a, b, c 9 f, g, hjx,y, z) 2 =0 



then 

x\y\z\ 



1 7 

(Zg'+W+^O — 7= i§ + r!(gl^fm+ cr})^\hl+hm-\-fri) + l \/<p, 
: (Ig+mff+n?) -~~y= -p + £(al+hm+gyj)-- $(gl+fm+Cfi)+m\/$ 9 
: (1% +mv/ +7i£) ~~j== -Z + %(U+bm+fn)~y!{al+hm+gn)+n s/$ ; 
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-(A, B, C,F, G, H£?,*/, ?7 



where 

yj 7 

§9 ^5 ^9 <7 

?/, A, J, / 

£' #> /' c 

So that f ^ 7 , | ^, f -r are respectively 

= - (A? + HV + G£'), - (H|' + Bit + F£') - Gr + IV + C£ ? , 
and where /, w, n are supernumerary arbitrary quantities. 



